
Fakenham Choral Society

Minutes of the AGM held on 2nd Oct 2018 at the Salvation Army Hall, Fakenham

Attended by 76 members plus guests (previous choir members)

1. Apologies – received from 16 members
2. Minutes of the AGM held on 26th Sept 2017 had been circulated since the start of term via email 

and available as a hard copy at rehearsal. Agreed as true record – carried unanimously
3. Matters arising – correction that the 2017/18 season was the choir's 45th since it was formed, not 

the forthcoming season
4. Chairman's report – Roger's report concentrated on the importance of people “without good 

harmony among people, we can't make good music”
• he thanked Janet for all she had done for the choir during her time as MD
• our loyal members, including non-committee members who do a whole variety of jobs
• the committee for all their friendship, efficiency and support, and willingness to deal with 

lots of extra issues including appointing a new MD
• he specifically thanked Tracey for all she had done “the hours she has put in have been 

enormous”. Tracey was presented with flowers as a thank you
• the music we have sung, the reason we're all here “has been varied, well performed, indeed 

something for everyone”
• He closed by looking forward to our 46th season “with great anticipation” with our new MD in 

Mark Jones and exciting music to sing
5. MD's report – Janet briefly outlined the three concerts

• Christmas, giving the ladies and men a change by themselves before joining in carols
• Easter and Purcell. Janet said she felt proud putting on this concert
• Summer – Carmina Burana, which “ticked all the boxes”
• She ended by thanking everyone “Thank you for the music”

6. Treasurers' report – full copy of accounts with minutes. A copy of the accounts had been 
circulated to all members before the meeting. Gill made the following points
• Figures for three concerts -

Receipts: £26,587       Expenses: £26,398      Surplus:  £209
• Come & Sing Mass in Blue. Unexpected profit of £1,375. This has become an essential part of 

our fund raising
• Gift Aid – Two years' money included, totalling £1723. Now up to date so future amounts will 

only be a year's worth
• Friends - £682. Thank you for their contribution to the choir
• Reserves carried forward - £7673. Although small compared to some other choral societies, 

Gill felt this a sufficient amount 
• There were no questions about the accounts
• That the accounts be adopted: 

Proposed Carol Jennings, 2nd Celia Giddings. Carried unanimously
7. Election of Officers – there being no nominations from the floor and all having been duly 

proposed and seconded since the start of term, the following were elected:
• Chair: Roger Burbidge
• Vice Chair: Rosemary Dear
• Secretary: Tracey Thompson
• Treasurers: Gill Ashby, Barbara Wyvill
• Librarians: Sue and Tim Burton
• General Members: Philippa Allen, Charles Blackmore, Charles Davison, Diana Lyons



8. Presentations as a token of what they had done for FCS, flowers were presented to:
Jean Mayne – Advertising
Celia Giddings – Sponsorship
Fiona Thompson – Concert programme content / coordination plus many other jobs
Janet Kelsey – Flowers, cheque from choir donations and book of members' memories. 
Presented by choir member and professional musician, Rodney Slatford

Janet then said a few final words of thanks, ending with 'God bless you all with health and 
happiness and lots of lovely singing'. 
This was followed by all present singing 'Ode to Janet', words written by Tracey and sung to 
Jerusalem. This closed the formal AGM at 7.50pm

It being a special occasion, all presented used the next hour to mingle and chat with Janet and Phil, 
enjoying food donated by members. At 8.25pm a huge cake (made and decorated by Tracey's husband) 
was cut by Janet, then shared by all. Photographs were taken throughout the evening.

From 9pm, people started to depart from what had been a very pleasant, friendly and relaxed, if 
somewhat sad, evening at the end of an era.

Signed as a true record   ………………………………………………………….

Date  ……………………………….      Print Name  ………………………………………….

Ode to Janet
sung to 'Jerusalem'

We want to send you off in style
You've been around for quite a while!
You've taught us lots and told us jokes
As well as funny anecdotes
No room at all for 'Mr Flat'
A 'special face' will soon cure that!
And was our Janet pleased at all
In this Salvation Army Hall?

You've been MD for years and years;
We'll all be shedding lots of tears.
Remember 'loo roll' Donald Trump?
We almost drove you off your chump!
Air-rifle poised if we don't watch -
Drove you to wine and Jim to scotch!
But we will miss you, miss you dear.
Good luck, dear friend, our wish sincere.


