Fakenham Choral Society Committee Minutes: Future Planning Deep Dive

Date & Location Tues 29" March 2022. 7.30pm GLOSSARY
Trinity Room, FPC and Zoom Gill Ashby GA Mark Jones MJ
Present Gill Ashby Colin Blackmore CB Louise Myhill LM
Roger Burbidge (Chair) Roger Burbidge RB Sonia Radley SR
Tim Burton (Zoom) Tim Burton B Tracey Thompson 1T
Rosemary Dear (Zoom) Rosemary/Brian Dear RD/BD J Barbara Wyvi.ll BW
Diana Lyons James Mooney-Dutton JM-D Eiﬁz:am Parish FPC
Jean Mayne (Zoom) Diana Lyons DL Salvation Army (Hall) | SA(H)
James Mooney-Dutton (Zoom) Jean Mayne JM |} Justin Harmer JH
Louise Myhill Christmas Tree Festival | CTF || Stephanie Walsh SwW
Sonia Radley Christine Marshall CM
Tracey Thompson
Minutes
Agenda Action
Ref Summary/Actions Owner
1. Apologies MJ,CB
2. To Note: standing agenda items will be considered at the next general Committee Meeting
3. Spring Term - Review challenges and concert
e Fach week had presented a new challenge as things continually to changed. We need to plan for
smaller forces. A few more members may return in April, but others were likely to keep with Zoom
e After a very shaky rehearsal in early March, people had worked extremely hard, and the concert had
been a success. MJ had made some cuts, and having JH (bass soloist on the night) sing with the
basses and Graham Neal (tenor soloist) sing with the tenors made a huge difference
4. Summer Term 2022
e MJ had circulated his proposal to sing all of the Chilcott (Aesop’s Fables), all but parts 2 and 4 of the
Shearing (Songs and Sonnets) and only ‘Come live with me’ from the Rutter (Birthday Madrigals).
This would amount to c40 minutes of music
e After discussing the option of a shorter performance (free, retiring collection, wine and nibbles),
Committee agreed to go with MJ’s suggestion of singing the Vivaldi Gloria in addition to the above
5 2022/23 Programme MJ had circulated some ideas, with others being contributed by RD and TT. RB
made a general comment that we must be careful with our choice of repertoire. It was accepted that MJ
would need to consider the ideas below to ensure they were workable
i.  Autumn Term RD felt last year’s format (75 minute free concert and 5.30pm start) had gone
down well and that sponsors in 2021 may be prepared to do the same this year. GA
commented that costs would need to be kept down if this format was followed again.
Committee agreed: Haydn Missa Sancti Nicolai (28 mins), Cecelia McDowell Christus Natus
Est (16 mins), plus congregational carols accompanied by the organ
ii. Spring Term Handel’s Samson
iii. Summer Term MJ had suggested Hiawatha’s Wedding Feast (Coleridge Taylor). This was
not dismissed, but several felt a complete change would be good, e.g. musicals, light opera.
Committee were asked to research suitable pieces for discussion at the next meeting
6. 50 Anniversary 2023/2024 - Music MJ had circulated some ideas, with others being contributed by RD

and TT. Other Committee members also contributed ideas on the night. It was accepted that MJ would
need to consider the ideas below to ensure they were workable
i Autumn Term Committee agreed: Pergolesi Magnificat, Charpentier Messe de minuit pour Noél
plus carols
ii. Spring Term If forces and finances allowed Verdi Requiem. Plan B: Rossini Petite Messe
Solonnelle (could we hire a harmonium?) plus Arvo Part Beatitudes
iii. Summer Term Sea themed first half (TT had suggested Stanford’s Songs of the Fleet) plus a last
night of the proms type programme




e TT asked whether we had abandoned a special commission. Pros and cons were discussed, but we
could commission a short work with FCS choosing lyrics or writing them. JM-D had worked with
composer Paul Ayres for a similar request. This was a good opportunity for grant funding

7. 2022/23 - concert dates and venues (agreed 8" April 2021)
i.  Autumn Sep 13" - Dec 13t. No rehearsal 25" Oct (half term). Concert Dec 17th FPC (13 wks)
ii. Spring Mar 21t - Marh 21, No rehearsal 14" Feb (half term) Concert Mar 25% FPC (11 wks)
iii.  Summer 22" Apr 18" - Jun 13, no half term break. Concert 17" June at FPC (9 wks)
e Although it would be nice to sing elsewhere, we were Fakenham Choral Society, and it was our
anniversary season. RD also raised the problem of transporting and erecting the staging
e JM-D confirmed all dates were free in his diary

8. 50th Anniversary 2023/24 - concert dates and venues
i.  Autumn Term Performance 16th December 2023 at FPC
ii. Spring Term Performance 16th March 2024 at FPC
iii. Summer Term Performance 22nd June 2024 at FPC
James was thanked for his time and valuable input before he left the meeting

9. 50th Anniversary - other considerations TT had included this on the agenda to encourage ideas to
engage members of the choir to get behind the anniversary. General discussion which resulted in the
following -

» Openitup for discussion at the next AGM, but have a suggestions box available at any time

» Sing carols at local care homes and the Fakenham Christmas lights switch on

» Something entirely free in the summer for the community, singing outside in Fakenham (car park,
marketplace, FPC garden)

Rebrand / refresh the website with new 50'" logo (TB would start thinking about designs soon)
Garden party with an invitation to past members

Sponsored singing events

Quiz and chips

Sing at the CTF
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10. Date of next meeting
This would be a standard meeting. Thursday 21 April, 7.30pm at FPC Trinity Room, plus Zoom
Meeting closed at 9.15pm
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